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I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired. Under the previous order,
the Chair lays before the Senate the
pending cloture motion, which the
clerk will state.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 473, S. 2285, a bill instituting a Federal
fuels tax holiday:

Trent Lott, Judd Gregg, Connie Mack,
Kay Bailey Hutchison, James Inhofe,
Frank H. Murkowski, Paul Coverdell,
Michael Crapo, Thad Cochran, Charles
Grassley, Jim Bunning, Gordon Smith,
Ben Nighthorse Campbell, Larry E.
Craig, Bob Smith, and Don Nickles.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the quorum call has
been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on S. 2285, a bill in-
stituting a Federal fuels tax holiday,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are required under
the rule. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAPO). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 43,
nays 56, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 80 Leg.]

YEAS—43
Abraham Gramm Murkowski
Allard Grams Nickles
Brownback Grassley Roth
Bunning Gregg Santorum
Burns Hagel Sessions
Campbell Hatch Shelby
ins utchison ;
Coverdell Inhofe :mlth (OR)
. nowe

Craig Kyl

Specter
Crapo Lott Stevens
DeWine Lugar
Domenici Mack Thompson
Fitzgerald McCain Thurmond
Gorton McConnell

NAYS—56
Akaka Edwards Levin
Ashcroft Enzi Lieberman
Baucus Feingold Lincoln
Bayh Feinstein Mikulski
Bennett Frist Moynihan
B@den Grahélzm Murray
Eln%aman gaﬁkm Reed
on ollings X

Boxer Hutchinson Reid

Robb
Breaux Inouye
Bryan Jeffords Roberts
Byrd Johnson Sarbanes
Chafee, L. Kennedy Schumer
Cleland Kerrey Thomas
Conrad Kerry Torricelli
Daschle Kohl Voinovich
Dodd Landrieu Warner
Dorgan Lautenberg Wellstone
Durbin Leahy Wyden

NOT VOTING—1
Rockefeller

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 43, the nays are 56.
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Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote.

Mr. BYRD. I move to lay that motion
on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

——————

MARRIAGE TAX PENALTY RELIEF
ACT OF 2000

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senator pro-
ceed to Calendar No. 437, H.R. 6, the
marriage penalty tax repeal bill, and
that the motion to proceed be agreed
to, that the bill be subject to debate
only, equally divided, and at 4 p.m. the
majority leader be recognized.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce the marriage pen-
alty by providing for adjustments to the
standard deduction, 15-percent rate bracket,
and earned income credit and to repeal the
reduction of the refundable tax credits.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I will brief-
ly explain what we have in mind, and
then I believe Senator INHOFE has some
comments he wants to make on an-
other issue before we go to the actual
debate on the marriage tax penalty.

Senator DASCHLE and I have been
talking. As a result of the caucus
luncheon, the Democrats have some
amendments they want to have made
in order. If they are relevant or if they
are close to being relevant in a way we
can have debate and votes on them, we
would like to work out an agreement
to do that. I have asked him to provide
me a list of those amendments so we
can make sure we understand what
they are and have a chance to assess
their relevancy.

It is preferable we do that rather
than filing cloture and having a cloture
vote. I believe the American people
think it is time to quit talking about
the marriage tax penalty and do some-
thing about it. I know Senator MOY-
NIHAN has a different approach as to
how to deal with it. It is credible. We
have looked at that and debated it in
the Finance Committee. Certainly,
that substitute or other substitutes
should be offered.

Rather than just mark time and not
accomplishing anything, this will put
us into general debate on the marriage
tax penalty until 4 p.m. Then in an
hour, we will have a chance to get an
agreement on how to proceed. I want
us to debate this issue, fully under-
stand the ramifications of what the Fi-
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nance Committee reported out, have
debate on the amendments and vote on
those amendments and complete this
legislation. The American people be-
lieve it is time we do this.

I cannot help remembering what we
did on the Social Security earnings
test. We made in order a couple of
amendments. We had a good debate,
and we had a vote or two and passed it
unanimously. I believe most Members
of the Senate, if not all, realize there
are inequities with the marriage tax
penalty and we should do something
about it. I want to facilitate getting to
that point.

The House has acted overwhelmingly.
We are going to see if we can work out
an accommodation and obtain a UC
agreement as to how to proceed.

If I need to, I will take leader time to
make this brief comment on the bill on
which we just voted. The Senate has
spoken, although I note there were 43
Senators who thought there should be
some sort of fuels tax holiday so that
working Americans could have some
relief.

I emphasize, this issue is not over. I
fear gasoline prices are going to go up.
The fact is, we are still dependent, and
going to be even more dependent, on
foreign oil, mostly OPEC oil, for 55 per-
cent or more of our needs. We need to
do something. We do not have an ade-
quate energy policy, if there is one at
all. This issue will not go away.

My comment to those who voted
against it on both sides is: if not this,
what? And if not now, when are we
going to do something about our en-
ergy dependence on foreign 0il? There
is a danger here, and we need to find a
way to address it.

I yield the floor, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority whip.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, did the
leader ask consent as to what is hap-
pening between now and 4 o’clock?

Mr. LOTT. If the Senator will yield,
we are going ahead with general debate
on the marriage tax penalty until 4
o’clock with the time equally divided.

Mr. REID. Will the leader agree the
time should be equally divided?

Mr. LOTT. It was in the request. The
time will be equally divided.

Mr. REID. I am sorry; I missed that.

Mr. LOTT. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORE EVIDENCE OF COVERUP

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I under-
stand a lot of people are preparing
their remarks to address this very sig-
nificant subject of the marriage tax
penalty. I know the Senator from
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